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• God working in and through sinners
• God given power to fulfil the Great Commission
• Urgency because is coming soon
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Jerusalem was a difficult mission field
Peter repeatedly reminded them that they crucified Jesus who God validated by the 
working of miracles
Stephen reminded them of their repeated rejection of God’s prophets
Oppression and Persecution was great

Ananias and Sapphira – Peter didn’t kill Ananias, it happened suddenly.  Peter merely 
predicted the same thing would happen again with Sapphira.
• Holy is the Lord God almighty
• We don’t have time to play church.  There’s no place here for pretenses.

Great crowds were forming wherever the apostles went.  Even Peter’s shadow was healing 
people.  Holy Spirit was oozing out of them.
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Requirements: Well respected, full of the Spirit and wisdom.

6:8: Stephen was full of God’s grace and power, performed amazing miracles and signs 
among the people.
6:15 says his face was like that of an angel

7:55: Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and he saw Jesus standing in 
the place of honor at God’s right hand.
Jesus stands for you! He sees your suffering.  Romans 8:34 says Christ is at the right hand 
of God interceding for us.

What does it mean to be fully of grace?  “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”

Saul attacks Christians, house to house.
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Peter and John heal, get arrested, warned to stop preaching Jesus, get arrested again, freed 
by an angel, Peter preaches boldly, 

Stephen did not preach or experience a prosperity gospel.  His destiny was to be martyred, 
to ignite the church beyond Jerusalem.
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