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Persecution in Jerusalem had caused Christians to scatter.  This caused them to preach to 
more diverse people.
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It wasn’t the apostles that were leading the way to share the gospel with Gentiles, it was 
the greek believers starting with Stephen and Philip.  Says Philip was a great miracle worker.  
Developed a prophetic culture in his family.

Simon the Sorcer, “The Great One” became a follower and was baptized, 8:13.

Samaritans were despised as half breed Jews, who intermingled Judaism with pagan 
worship.
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Deut 23:1, Lev 21:17-23: men without genitals were excluded from Tabernacle/Temple
worship

“God fearing man”, outside of Israel descent, but worshiping Yahweh.

First recorded missionary journey.

9



This account of Paul’s conversion is retold 7 times in the NT.

Fasted for 3 days as he waited for an encounter.
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You would think that the experience in Samaria in Acts 8 would have been enough, but it 
took a vision and visitation for Peter to fully understand the revelation and ramifications.

Peter is now convinced that the BotHS is for Gentiles too.
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17So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?”

Meanwhile the greek Christians in Antioch are doing amazing things and seeing lots of 
people come to Christ.

Offering goes to Jerusalem.

Saul likely changed his own name to Paul when he turned is focus on ministering to 
greeks/gentiles in Acts 13.  Saul is his Hebrew name, Paul is his Roman name.  Plus, Paul 
also means “little”, which goes along with is MO that he must less so that Christ can be 
more.
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17So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?”
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